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For more information, contact 
info@voiceofpeace.org.uk ... www.voiceofpeace.org.uk ... +44(0)284 0622445

Expect the …
So, what can we expect 
from God during the 
London 2012 Olympics? 
Answer: the unexpected.

We can’t know what God 
might do and challenge us 
to do when we get together. 
But it’s likely to be big. 
There will be thousands 
of YWAMers, local 
church people and others 
demonstrating and speaking of 
the love of God to the millions of 
people who will be there or will be 
passing through London and the 
other Olympic host cities during 
the Games. How many will come 
to know God through Christ’s 
message and how many participants 
will hear God say, “Stay in London” 
or “Go to France”? What else 
might God say to us? “Your goal of 
1,000 evangelism teams in Europe 
is too small, think bigger?”

What’s in it for us? 
We can see people come to Christ 
and perhaps be there when we 
rise to the new challenge God 
has for us. Citius, altius, fortus is 
the Olympic movement’s motto 
— Faster, Higher, Stronger. How 
much more do these words apply 
to our efforts in the Olympics and 
beyond? If it makes God happy in a 
world of pain, count me in!  
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Stories from our Olympic outreach past
At the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver YWAM organised events for children 
whose schools were closed during the Games and worked with local churches 
who opened their doors to create community centres with free internet access, 
cafes and friendly faces. The creative arts were also well represented with free 
concerts and street performances.

Praise 
• 	 The London DTS 

Gathering was a great 
success. Thank God for 
the week, and for the 
amazing churches that 
we partnered with.

• 	 We have a number of 
volunteers who want 
to come to help the 
Forever core team for a 
few months next year.

• 	 People continue to sign 
up for the brick by brick 
online prayer calendar 
for 2012.

• 	 Outreach teams 
continue to apply to 
come next summer.

• 	 Praise for the way our 
team has grown in 
number – amazing staff 
to help carry the load of 
this UK mission year!

• 	 Thanks for the 
encouragement of 
seeing the team plants 
that have happened and 
are being planned!  

Prayer
• 	 That we would see our 

team finances increase 
to allow us to engage 
fully in all we need to 
next year.

• 	 That the Christmas 
season would be 
refreshing for all we 
are preparing for the 
Olympic outreach in 
2012.

• 	 For athletes and their 
families – safety and 
provision as they train 
and organise to come to 
the UK.

• 	 That many would 
capture a heart for 
prayer in 2012.

• 	 For our potential new 
team plants, that plans 
continue to move 
forward.

• 	 That those planning to 
bring outreach teams 
will be full of faith for 
team members and 
funds.

Walk of faith ... 
 outreach at the Munich Games, 1972
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Staff bonuses
Forever  continues to build in staff numbers. Three 
of the latest recruits introduce themselves.

To see the whole Forever team, go to www.forever2012.com/meet-the-team/. 5

“I am passionate to see a brown cheese factory started in England for us Norwegians.” - Bjarte Buene

“I love using 
sports as miss

ion, and I wan
t to 

see thousands 
of people’s liv

es changed du
ring 

the Olympics.”
 - Lisa Hurst

“Hello, I’m Lisa Hurst, and I am working part-time 
with Forever and part-time with Inspire, the sports 
ministry at YWAM Harpenden.

“I am from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA. My role 
within Forever is helping with Sports Coordination. 
I’ll be doing lots of connecting sports players and 

teams with local churches in London.
“I want to see youth use their talent and passion in sport to reach out 

to the lost. I have served with various schools within YWAM, including 
starting a Soccer DTS in Tennessee. I love working with these schools 
because I love watching God change lives.”

“Hello. I am Bjarte Buene, and I am from Kvernaland, 
Norway.

“I have joined the Newcastle Forever team. I want 
to see Christian people to see and believe that God can 
and will use them. That they will experience a personal 
God who speaks to them. I am passionate to see people 
touched by the Holy Spirit, and experience God’s love for them.

“I was in Newcastle last October and then I got a heart for the city and I 
felt that God was telling me to come back.”

“It’s a privileg
e to be part o

f something bi
g 

that is determ
ined to make 

an impact and
 leave 

a story.” - Re
becca Vargas

“Hi, I’m Rebecca Vargas, and I am from Durango, 
Colorado, USA. I am a member of the Forever 
Arts Team. I have a particular passion for dance.”

“I’m excited to be helping encourage teams 
around the world to be a part of the 2012 Olympics and to use their talents 
in London for this exciting season. I also hope to be a part of bringing 
vibrant life to what it means to use art to glorify Christ.

“I want to see bold and prophetic statements made through creative 
means throughout 2012. My hope is for people to be inspired and 
encouraged to pursue excellence in their creative field.”

Nations on the 
Olympic outreach
As we reach the end of 2011 
and the halfway point in the 
Forever Olympic outreach 
project,  it’s exciting to 
report that we have seen 
951 people join us on 
outreach so far. Here are the 
nationalities (59):

• Argentina
• Australia
• Austria
• Belgium
• Bolivia
• Brazil
• Cameroon
• Canada
• Colombia
• Congo (Brazzaville)
• Czech Republic
• Denmark
• Ecuador
• Egypt
• England
• Estonia
• Ethiopia
• Faroe Islands
• Finland
• France
• Germany
• Ghana
• Guatemala
• India
• Indonesia
• Ireland
• Italy
• Kenya
• Latvia
• Malaysia
• Mexico
• Namibia
• Netherlands
• New Zealand
• Nigeria
• Norway
• Pakistan
• Papua New Guinea
• Philippines
• Portugal
• Rwanda
• Samoa
• Scotland
• Singapore
• Somalia
• South Africa
• South Korea
• Spain
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• Thailand
• Uganda
• UK
• Ukraine
• USA
• Venezuela
• Wales
• Zambia
• Zimbabwe



Quotable quotes
Athletes who participate in 
the Olympic Games can be 
a rich source of inspiration. 
Here are a few quotations 
from down the years:

“Pressure is nothing more 
than the shadow of great 
opportunity.”
Michael Johnson

“Winning is great, sure, but 
if you are really going to do 
something in life, the secret 
is learning how to lose. 
Nobody goes undefeated 
all the time. If you can pick 
up after a crushing defeat, 
and go on to win again, you 
are going to be a champion 
someday.”
Wilma Rudolph

“God made me fast. And 
when I run, I feel His 
pleasure.”
Eric Liddell

“Never put an age limit on 
your dreams.”
Dara Torres

“As a sportsman, I accept 
being beaten. Everybody 
tries to be a winner but only 
one in a race will win. It’s 
fun to win. But I don’t find 
unhappiness if I lose.”
Kip Keino

“Friendships are born on the 
field of athletic strife and 
the real gold of competition. 
Awards become corroded, 
friends gather no dust.”
Jesse Owens

“If you dream and you allow 
yourself to dream you can do 
anything.”
Clara Hughes

www.forever2012.com • info@forever2012.com • +44 (0)1582 463322 
Forever is a ministry of YWAM England & Wales and YWAM International. Reg Charity No 264078. 
Forever is a partner with More Than Gold.

A call to brick 
by brick
Former international president of YWAM John 
Dawson gives a call to arms for the Olympic 
outreach and the online prayer calendar for 2012. 
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Dear All,

This Northern Hemisphere’s summer 
will witness the nations together at play 
during the Olympics. We used to gather 
all of Youth With A Mission to the outreach events. Those were the days 
when we were small and not encumbered by the stewardship of thousands 
of programs worldwide.

The Olympic season is very important, however and all who can come 
should come. Everybody everywhere should pray. Why? Because the 
nations visually interact on the athletic stage, even totally alienated 
nations. Every four years we get a visual stimulus for a new generation of 
believing youth, a reminder of the nations beyond their own borders.

This time the backdrop is the UK, a nation with one of the most 
significant historic contributions to missions. We need prayer leadership. 
We need a prayer strategy or we could end up watching with detached 
curiosity like Jonah watched Nineveh instead of seizing the moment in 
intercession. 

Thankfully a 24/7 prayer project has emerged. They’re calling it ‘Brick by 
Brick’ and I recommend it to you.

Your brother,
John Dawson,
International Elder, YWAM

Stories from our Olympic outreach past
At the 2010 Winter Olympics, together with the 
organisers and allies of the “Buying Sex is not 
a Sport” campaign, YWAM volunteers stood 
silently in opposition to the demand for paid 
sex. They stood in strategic locations outside 
strip bars, brothels and the entrance to the ice 
hockey games, wearing shirts and holding signs 
reading, “Buying Sex is Not a Sport”. The groups 
had two appointed speakers, to explain what 
they were doing if anyone asked.

http://www.forever2012.com
http://www.ywamengland.org
http://www.ywam-wales.org
http://www.ywam.org
http://www.morethangold.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com/urforever
http://www.morethangold.org.uk/

