
Stories from our Olympic outreach past
Christianity Today magazine wrote an article about the 1996 Atlanta Olympics: 
‘Parachurch organizations are also involved, most visibly YWAM. YWAM has 
recruited 5,000 volunteers, who are paying their own travel expenses, to come 
to Atlanta and participate in activities ranging from street evangelism to prayer 
intercession. About 1,000 of the YWAM volunteers will be official greeters at the 
Olympic Village.’ One of the recorded experiences of YWAM, at these Games, 
involved a visitor from Hawaii, who arrived at Atlanta’s airport and went straight 
to YWAM’s information stand, where he asked one of the staff, ‘Do you have 
Jesus?’ According to the report, he was saved on the spot. His mother had told 
him on her deathbed, ‘I’d like you to get to know Jesus.’”

Praise 
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(Germany) is planning 
to bring 80–100 people 
to Manchester for the 
Olympic outreach.
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Get Out! outreaches 
in Stratford (East 
London), Canterbury 
and Weymouth and 
Portland.
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bring up to 100 King’s 
Kids for the Olympic 
outreach.
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interest globally to come 
and participate in the 
Games outreach.
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to interact with young 
people at the Soul 
Survivor festival.
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joining the Forever 
team!

Prayer
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planning to bring 
teams, that as they 
invite people to join the 
outreach, many will sign 
up.
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preparations for the 
London DTS Gathering 
in November, and that 
DTSs from across the 
country and Western 
Europe will decide to 
come.
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team – health, finances, 
travel, and spiritually.
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for the team budget. 
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focus areas, particularly 
Prayer and Youth and 
Children.

Healing on the 
Streets, gardening, 
primary-school 
classes, cleaning 
the streets, cream 
teas at the local 
church, youth 
groups, and sports 
ministry! We also 
did plenty of street 
evangelism and 
treasure hunting. 

As with other DTS Gatherings, 
we had teaching each day alongside 
the outreaches, and although this 
made for a packed programme, the 
DTS trainees saw some incredible 
things happen. Again, because the 
churches had organised so much we 
were able to serve the communities 
in the ways most needed and 
beneficial to them. 

As well as working with different 
churches around the area, we 
also attended a More Than Gold 
meeting of church leaders, where 
we were able to share something of 

our vision. (Forever 
is a partner in 
More Than Gold, 
the umbrella 
organisation 
coordinating 
the Church’s 
response to the 
opportunities 
offered by the 
Olympic Games.) 

The churches continue 
to welcome us as YWAM to come 
and serve, both in the short- and 
long-term. Indeed, we have already 
sent one short-term outreach 
team back there (see report on 
page 3), and our Forever goals 
include establishing a long-term 
team there. Anyone fancy a seaside 
posting?

A fuller report of the Weymouth 
and Portland DTS Gathering is 
available on our website.



Argentina		    
Australia		    
Belgium		    
Brazil		    
Cameroon		    
Canada		
Colombia		    
Congo (Brazzaville)	   
Czech Republic	   
Ecuador		    
Egypt		    
England		
Estonia		    
Ethiopia		    
Faroe Islands		    
Finland		    
France		    
Germany		
Ghana		    
India		    
Indonesia		    
Italy		   	   
Latvia		    
Malaysia		    
Mexico		    
Namibia		    
Netherlands		    
New Zealand		
Nigeria		    
Norway		
Papua New Guinea	   
Philippines		    
Rwanda		    
Samoa		    
Scotland		    
Singapore		    
South Africa		    
South Korea		
Spain		    
Sweden		
Switzerland		
Thailand		    
UK			 
USA			
Wales		    
Zimbabwe		    

That’s 46 nations on the 
Olympic outreach so far!

Get Out!
A few weeks after 
the DTS Gathering 
in Weymouth and 
Portland, Forever 
was back. Nations that have 

already come!
It’s early stages of the 
Olympic outreach, but we 
have passed the 500 mark 
of those who have been 
involved in this season of 
outreach. Nationalities 
(and how many of that 
nationality) are:

Get Out! No, not a invitation to 
clear off, but a series of short-term 
summer outreaches organised by 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) 
England in partnership with Soul 
Survivor. A number of the Forever 
team took the opportunity to lead 
an 11-strong Get Out team back to 
Weymouth, from 27 July–4 August. 

We stayed in the same church 
as for the Gathering, working a 
lot with the youth worker from 
the Portland Methodist churches, 
serving with him on the projects 
that he usually does on his own. 
He said many times that we were a 
great encouragement to him! 

We had barbecues with local 
young people, including one on the 
estate next to the island’s young 
offenders’ institute and which was 
attended by many young people 
with family members in jail. We 

played sport with young people in 
the football cage we went to during 
the Gathering (see below). We 
handed out ice poles on Weymouth 
beach, prayer-walked, did face 
painting and playing with kids in a 
local park, and even did Texas line 
dancing at an old peoples’ home!

There is so much scope for 
doing ministry in Portland and 
Weymouth, the churches are 
willing, and the kids are so hungry 
to be valued and loved. There are so 
many ministries that could develop, 
with the local churches and with 
young people in and around the 
area. It was great to go back and 
continue to work with the churches 
and serve God sharing who He 
is with the people in Weymouth 
and Portland: we pray that a more 
permanent YWAM team will 
become established there.

One story from Weymouth Get Out
Forever’s Kyle Henderson-Begg reports: 
“During the DTS Gathering, one of 
our outreach teams found a secluded 
football cage. Every evening a group 
of young people aged 11–18 hung out 
there; they were in need of love and 
encouragement as they all came from 
‘broken homes’.

“Our Get Out week with them was great. 
Those we spent time with began to open up to us, and we believe God was able to 
touch them through our love. One night, an 18-year-old called Liam asked us, ‘Why 
are you even here?’ One of our team replied, ‘We’re here for you, Liam.’ He wasn’t 
quite sure what to do with that – you could see his mind trying to understand 
why a group of young adults would give up a week to spend time with him. We 
connected Liam and his friends with the youth leader of the church we were 
working with, so we are confident that he will continue to interact with people 
who will support him. We are still praying for him and the other young people.”



Canterbury Tales
Forever’s Hayley Bullen 
describes a Get Out prayer 
outreach to the spiritual 
heart of England.

Next month  ... 	
	

How the Olympic 
outreach is shaping 
up ...

... and Olympic 
outreach ideas to 
inspire you.

One story from Canterbury Get Out
“We were participating in the family fun day in one of Canterbury’s parks. I heard 
a lady talking on the phone in Latvian. I don’t meet a Latvian every day in England, 
so I talked to her a bit. She and her husband had been dismissed from the farm 
where they’d been working for two months with other immigrants. Knowing no 
English and being unable to ask for help, they had spent several nights in this park. 
We went to a drop-in centre next day, where help could be found. I translated for 
them, and it was such an honour to be their voice in this situation.” (Daiga, Latvia)

Olympic outreach 
snippets

During the 2004 Olympic 
Games in Athens, Greece, 
one of the highlights 
was an open-air worship 
time on Mars Hill, site of 
Paul’s debates with the 
Areopagus in Acts 17.

At the Atlanta Games in 
1996, about 1,000 of the 
YWAM volunteers were 
official greeters at the 
Olympic Village.

At the 2004 Olympic 
Games in Athens, 2,000 
people a day heard a 
personal, one-on-one 
witness of the gospel – 
over 20,000 in all.

A team of six went to Canterbury 
for a one-week summer outreach 
focused on prayer and worship. 
It’s the first time that Forever has 
sent a prayer team as part of laying 
foundations of prayer and worship 
for the UK in the build-up to next 
year and beyond. Canterbury is 
not an Olympic host city, but it is 
home to Canterbury cathedral and 
the spiritual home of the Church 
of England. There was a sense 
from God that what happens in 
this city will flow out to the rest of 
the nation.

During the week, the team 
helped at a church 
family fun day, 
prayer-walked the 
city, spent a whole 
night worshipping/
praying/reading the 
Bible, worshipped 
in a private chapel 
in the cathedral, 
and joined a local 
prayer network as 
they prayer-walked 
the river. We also 

spent some time in Dover – an 
important gateway into the UK – 
praying for the port and the traffic 
that will pass through it next year. 

As well as encouraging the local 
believers, the team learnt a lot 
about intercessory prayer/worship, 
spiritual atmospheres, and the 
power God’s name has in a place.  

“Surprisingly, the week wasn’t 
exhausting. We felt good at the 
end,” said Hayley. “I’m excited to 
see more teams coming to pray in 
this nation and for this nation over 
the next 18 months.”

To find out more about how 
you can get involved in a prayer 
outreach, contact Hayley on 
Hayley@forever2012.com.

You can also find out about 
forthcoming prayer events and 
discover prayer resources from the 
Prayer pages on our website.

www.forever2012.com • info@forever2012.com • +44 (0)1582 463322 
Forever is a ministry of YWAM England & Wales and YWAM International. Reg Charity No 264078. 
Forever is a partner with More Than Gold.
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